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Proadrenomedullin and prognostic value for 
pneumonia
Dear Editor,
We read the publication on “Proadrenomedullin (proADM) 
determining clinical severity and analyzing prognostic 
value for pneumonia” with a great interest.[1] Demirsoy 
et al. concluded that “Using proADM levels alone to predict 
pneumonia prognosis and mortality and deciding upon a 
therapy setting make no sense, although in consideration 
of previous studies, proADM would be useful as a 
supplementary contributor to clinical severity scores.[1]” 
Indeed, the diagnostic value of proADM in pneumonia is 
interesting. Several reports, including to the present report, 
show that proADM might be useful. Nevertheless, there 
are many important considerations. First, proADM might 
be altered due to other medical underlying factors. The 
heart disease is another important medical problem that 
can result in alteration on proADM level.[2] Furthermore, 
other underlying lung disease such as chronic obstructive 
lung disease can also result in alteration of proADM level.[3]
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